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Welcome to our final newsletter of 2017 

This year has again seen us all achieve so much including the production of a Pan West 

Midlands Modern Slavery Policy and Procedure, a MS Table top Exercise and a MS Conference 

on Anti-Slavery Day. Moreover, all network members have consistently enhanced the response 

to the many aspects of modern slavery and we have ensured that the victim is put at the centre 

of all our work. The MS Policy and Procedure will be officially launched in January 2018 – details 

tbc. I wouldn’t want to mistakenly leave any person or agency out by listing them, but we have 

all seen the dedication and passion by so many people over the past year, and that’s from all 

three sectors, Public, Private and Third.  

Thank you for continuing to support the West Midlands Anti Slavery Network by attending our 

meetings and/or all the work in between. We are extremely grateful for the help we have had 

by meeting venue providers in 2017 too.  

The Table Top exercise in September was an excellent event and has highlighted some key 

areas in which we need to address, including identifying lead agencies at point of victim rescue 

and understanding the NRM process and victim care pathway. This is being worked on by a 

small task and finish group and we will keep you updated on progress. If you would like to join 

us please drop us a line with contact details. WMP have sent out a survey to enable us to 

understand all the many services provided by you all. If you have not yet completed the survey 

please take 10 minutes to do so – it will make a significant contribution in the future and will 

help identify gaps in provision.   

The Anti-Slavery Day Conference was a very different event this year and the raffle and cake 

sale was an amazing idea by the planning team with all profits going to four local charities who 

provide services for victims of trafficking. We were extremely lucky again this year to attract 

such a high calibre of speakers, they were so informative and inspiring. Attendees were asked 

to make a pledge for their organisation for the forthcoming year – again it was inspiring to see  

 

  

The West Midlands Anti Slavery Network wishes you 

all a very happy new year, stay safe and see you all 

in 2018 (there is much still to do).  

 

the passion in making a difference. 

Robin Brierley, Chair, WMASN 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In September 2017 the Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner, Kevin Hyland, 

wrote to the Minister for Crime, Safeguarding and Vulnerability, Sarah Newton MP, 

regarding the UK's National Referral Mechanism (NRM). 

Through a consultation with stakeholders the Commissioner found that the NRM 

does not achieve the objectives it initially set out to and therefore requires urgent 

reform. The Commissioner has called for reform based on recommendations detailed 

in his previous letter to the Minister, sent in January 2017. 

Based on the Commissioner's recommendations, the UK Government recently 

announced changes to the NRM including longer periods of support (for full details 

please click here). 

The Commissioner's letter includes details of pre-NRM support, improved decision 

making, long-term care and greater data collection. You can read the full letter here. 

 

 

 

 

Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner, Kevin Hyland OBE, commissioned the 

University of Nottingham to undertake a piece of research mapping Anti-Slavery 

partnerships across the UK.  

As a result of this research a report has been published and Nottingham University 

is hosting a website containing contact details of partnerships country wide.  

WMASN was asked to speak at the ‘Collaborating for freedom: Strengthening Anti-

Slavery Partnerships’ conference held early in November which highlighted this 

research.            

http://iascmap.nottingham.ac.uk/ 

To see the full research report please click here. 

 

National Human Trafficking Awareness Day – January 11th 2018 
How well do we know our communities? 

 
This event is being run by Sandwell Council to raise awareness of Modern Slavery / Human 
Trafficking and how we can tackle it. There will be information about the NRM and the victim care 
pathway as well as helping delegates to gain a greater understanding of a victim’s journey.  
 
Attendees will be required to actively contribute towards the workshop sessions and will meet a cross-
representation of agencies and practitioners.  Please contact Diane Wright for further info at: 
diane_wright@sandwell.gov.uk  
 

Registration can be made via the Eventbrite link below – registration needs to be completed by 
Friday 5th January 2018.  Please book your free place at:  

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sandwell-anti-slavery-conference-tickets-41080785736 

Password: MSSandwell18 

 

http://www.antislaverycommissioner.co.uk/media/1114/letter-to-sarah-newton-mp-on-the-national-referral-mechanism.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/modern-slavery-victims-to-receive-longer-period-of-support
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/modern-slavery-victims-to-receive-longer-period-of-support
http://www.antislaverycommissioner.co.uk/media/1181/letter-to-sarah-newton-mp-on-nrm-consultation-and-reform.pdf
http://iascmap.nottingham.ac.uk/
http://www.antislaverycommissioner.co.uk/media/1186/collaborating-for-freedom_anti-slavery-partnerships-in-the-uk.pdf
mailto:diane_wright@sandwell.gov.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sandwell-anti-slavery-conference-tickets-41080785736


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barnardo’s West Midlands Panel for Protection of Trafficked Children (PPTC) project workers have had a really 

busy few months! 

In September, as part of national Police activity around Child Trafficking, we worked in partnership with West 

Midlands Police and the National Crime Agency (NCA) to undertake information sharing visits between young 

people and Police. 

 

 

 

 

In November, our project workers took 7 young people to the World Skills Fair at the Birmingham NEC. This 

was an opportunity for young people to be inspired to explore careers and motivate them to find out more 

about the world of work, and they really were inspired! 

One young person told a project worker: 

“This has opened a new world for me, I really appreciate the support I am receiving from all the 

professionals working with me and especially Barnardo’s PPTC for inviting me to attend this fair. It 

means a lot to me to be in a culture in which a child can be respected and valued as a human being… 

I have been told a number of times by bad people who exploited me that I am unworthy because I was 

abandoned by my family but I want to prove that I am good enough. I can only do that through utilising 

the opportunities in front of me”. 

We have many more activities planned, including more partnership visits with West Midlands Police, and a 

Christmas party. We look forward to updating you about more of our work in the next newsletter. 

As well as the direct work, we continue to chair the multi-agency Operational PPTC which is making significant 

progress in identifying themes and trends regarding child trafficking in our area, and in working together to 

provide the best care and support possible for trafficked children. 

Our 24hour support line is available for any professional in the West Midlands who would like advice or support 

on responding to, or working with, a child suspected to have been trafficked. Our project workers can even 

support you with completing the NRM and devising safety plans. 24/7 Support Line - 0800 043 4303. 

If you would like to find out more about the work of PPTC, please contact Rachel Hopper: 

rachel.hopper@barnardos.org.uk 

@Barnardos_NCTS      

  

 

Over 2 sessions, our project workers took 5 young people to visit Police 

Officers, have a tour of the Police Station and learn more about law 

enforcement in the UK. The young people asked many questions, and really 

enjoyed the experience with lots learned by all involved. This was supported 

by Sgt Khizra Dhindsa and Supt Richard North from West Midlands Police. 

In October, 6 young people were supported by our project workers to attend 

The Donkey Sanctuary in Sutton Coldfield, to experience Donkey Assisted 

Therapy as part of the PPTC direct work offer. 

With the help of Donkey Assisted Therapy Volunteers, the young people 

responded so fast, from being afraid of donkeys to learning how to be gentle 

and stroke them, hugging and feeding them by hand. There were special 

moments young people shared with the donkeys – like leaning forward to 

feel the donkey's mane and touching the donkey’s face. It was an 

opportunity for a connection between donkey and each young person on an 

emotional as well as a physical level. The feedback from the young people 

was incredible, in terms of how much they felt they had benefitted from this 

experience.   

 

mailto:rachel.hopper@barnardos.org.uk
https://twitter.com/Barnardos_NCTS


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Black Country Women's Aid, in partnership with The Salvation Army, has commissioned research to 

examine the growing issue of drugs and alcohol in relation to Modern Day Slavery (MDS). The 

research will explore the particular issues victims of MDS face in relation to drugs and alcohol, how 

these add to the complexity of need and how they are understood by commissioners and providers. 

It will also examine the level and ease of access to treatment, gaps in service provision and the 

impact of MDS on services. 

The research report will have a wide application at operational and strategic levels. Key objectives 

include: 

 Provide a tool for services supporting victims of MDS to identify pathways and access to 
services 

 Identify specific needs and differences between those victims of MDS who are based in 
accommodation and those who receive outreach services 

 Identify the range of substances involved and mode of use (pre-existing dependence/use, 
coercive control, self-medicating post-traumatic usage) 

 Identify religious and socio-cultural modifiers of behaviour 

 Identify pathways for the ongoing support of victims of MDS once they leave the NRM 

 Allow drug and alcohol providers to understand the issue of MDS and improve access and 
support 

 Identify potential models of service and who will be involved in multi- agency partnerships 

 Allow commissioners to gain an overview of impact, needs and gaps to influence service 
development 

 

We hope the report will contribute to the national knowledge base on MDS with its exploration of the 

growing issue of substance misuse and the serious challenges this presents for support providers 

within the NRM; highlighting areas of best-practice and collaboration between providers and 

commissioned services, and analysis of gaps in service with suggestions on how identified needs 

can be met. 

USEFUL LINKS: 

Modern Slavery Helpline – 08000 121 700 

  

NRM: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-trafficking-victims-referral-and-

assessment-forms  

Force Intelligence Bureau (FIB):  fib@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk  

Modern Slavery Act Duty to Notify: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/duty-to-notify-

the-home-office-of-potential-victims-of-modern-slavery  

Human Trafficking Foundation Trafficking Survivor Care Standards: 

http://www.humantraffickingfoundation.org/sites/default/files/Trafficking%20Survivor%20Care%20

Standards%202015.pdf  

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-trafficking-victims-referral-and-assessment-forms
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-trafficking-victims-referral-and-assessment-forms
mailto:fib@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/duty-to-notify-the-home-office-of-potential-victims-of-modern-slavery
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/duty-to-notify-the-home-office-of-potential-victims-of-modern-slavery
http://www.humantraffickingfoundation.org/sites/default/files/Trafficking%20Survivor%20Care%20Standards%202015.pdf
http://www.humantraffickingfoundation.org/sites/default/files/Trafficking%20Survivor%20Care%20Standards%202015.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WMASN contacts  

Robin Brierley 
Chair; West Midlands Anti Slavery Network. 

 
Direct: +44(0)1686 669911 | Mobile +44 (0) 7412 482791 
Email: info@westmidlandsantislavery.org 
 
Donna Pryor 
Network Support; West Midlands Anti Slavery Network.  

 
Email: donna.pryor@westmidlandsantislavery.org 
 
 
Abby Scott 
Network Support (Social Media); West Midlands Anti 
Slavery Network 
 

Email: abby.scott@westmidlandsantislavery.org  
  
www.westmidlandsantislavery.org 
 

 

 

West Midlands Anti Slavery Network 

Meeting Dates 2018 

WMASN meeting dates for 2018, for further 

information including venue contact 

donna.pryor@westmidlandsantislavery.org   

18th January 

22nd March 

17th May 

12th July 

13th September 

15th November 
 

 

Salvation Army Adult Victim of 

Modern Slavery Care and Coordination 

Services 

General Enquiries:  

0300 303 0547 / 0548 

Mon to Fri - 09:00 to 17:00 

24 hour referral and out of hours line:  

0300 303 8151  

Bailey Wright & Co Solicitors - Branston Court, Branston Street Birmingham B18 6BA  

Tel: 0121 270 1566. 

Recognise that the priority for any victims of human trafficking or slavery, servitude or compulsory labour is to 
be placed in a safe and secure environment where they are free from further exploitation and where they can 
obtain appropriate advice and support.   Whether or not the support is provided through the National Referral 
Mechanism, it is imperative that victims are protected and can then seek redress for their treatment. Bailey 
Wright & Co assist victims of human trafficking, slavery, servitude or compulsory labour with claims for 
compensation. Also help to ensure that victims receive appropriate support from Local Authorities and that 
they are referred for appropriate immigration advice, where necessary.  
 
Lexcel and Legal Aid Specialist Quality Mark accredited, with Legal Aid contracts for the provision of advice 
and assistance in the areas of Family Law, Human Trafficking and Public law. Many of their clients receive 
legal aid. 

 
If you require any further information please contact Phil Storey or Karen Bailey:  phil@baileywright.com      
karen@baileywright.com  
 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 In collaboration with Public Health England in 

the West Midlands  

tel:%2B44%280%291686%20669911
tel:%2B44%20%280%29%207412%20482791
mailto:info@westmidlandsantislavery.org
mailto:donna.pryor@westmidlandsantislavery.org
mailto:abby.scott@westmidlandsantislavery.org
http://www.westmidlandsantislavery.org/
https://www.facebook.com/WMASN/
https://twitter.com/WestMidsASN
mailto:donna.pryor@westmidlandsantislavery.org
https://www.salvationarmy.org.uk/
mailto:phil@baileywright.com
mailto:karen@baileywright.com

